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My Fellow Parishioners, 

Fund raising was never discussed during my seminary education. When I became a pastor I hoped that it would not become part of my vocabulary.  However, I quickly discovered that generating financial support is an important ministry and that asking parishioners to consider what they give is a significant part of my role as a leader and as an educator.  We all must address finances as we look to the future. Without sufficient financing, little else can happen. This is as true for a parish as it is for a person. Future income, living on a budget and spending our money wisely is part of our daily life.   

Our parish does meet its normal operating costs. But, beyond this, we have an obligation to assure that future ministry as well as maintenance and renovation of our facilities can be accomplished so that our parish will always be ready to provide service regardless of whether the economy is good or bad.  The Finance Committee and I try, always, to be as conservative as possible when the budget is prepared each year. The economy can make it difficult for a household, or for a parish, to plan more than a year ahead.
Therefore, the Finance Committee members and I have decided to institute an annual request to our parishioners asking them to examine their weekly giving and to decided if it is too much, just enough, or too little and, then, to respond accordingly. At all services on the weekend of November 27th, we will ask each parish household to make a specific commitment to weekly giving. The activities on that weekend, and the follow-up process to contact those who do not respond, will stress the necessity of having every parishioner contribute regularly using envelopes. I believe that this will put us in a position where we can continue to grow as a parish community. 

In the past, our offerings have changed very little. Most of us have, long ago developed our giving habits and continue them week-to-week. Also, it is rare that we ask people to consider how much they give. The annual process that we will use does not ask for an increase in giving. Rather, it asks each of us to consider what God has given to us and to decide if what we return each weekend is enough, too much or not enough. Then, based on prayerful reflection, each of us will decide whether to increase, decrease or continue the commitment we are currently making.    

I hope that each of you will welcome this request and accept the call to reflect upon whether your financial gifts represent an adequate thanksgiving for the many blessings God has bestowed upon you.  In the event that you have any questions about this program or the parish budget, please call the parish office and I will be happy to answer them. Then, please respond to this request with charity and love.  

Prayerfully yours, 
 

Rev. Jim Smith, Incumbent
